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boats and anchors, emptied the fresh water barrels
to better her sailing trim, and, crowding on every
stitch of canvas, drew away and was lost to view.
Rodgers then forgot his orders to return to New
York and went off in search of the great convoy
of British merchant vessels homeward bound from
Jamaica, which was called the plate fleet. He
sailed as far as the English Channel before quitting
the chase and then cruised back to Boston.

Meanwhile Captain Isaac Hull of the Constitu-
tion had taken on a crew and stores at Annapolis
and was bound up the coast to New York. Hull's
luck appeared to be no better than Rodgers's. Off
Barnegat he sailed almost into a strong British
squadron, which had been sent from Halifax. The
escape from, this grave predicament was an exploit
of seamanship which is among the treasured memo-
ries of the service. It was the beginning of the
career of the Constitution, whose name is still the
most illustrious on the American naval list and
whose commanders, Hull and Bainbridge, are num-
bered among the great captains. It is a privilege
to behold today, in the Boston Navy Yard, this gal-
lant frigate preserved as a heritage, her tall masts
and graceful yards soaring above the grim, gray
citadels that we call battleships. True it is that a